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MISSOULA STUDENTS RECEIVE UM SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULA —
Eighteen Missoula students in the College of Arts and Sciences at The University of Montana 
were awarded scholarships.
■ Ayesha Ather, a UM pre-med senior, received a $2,000 Haynes Foundation 
Scholarship. Jack and Isabel Haynes, who owned and managed several Yellowstone 
Park photo shops, established the scholarship fund in 1960.
■ Suzanne Bertsche, a UM freshman in English, received a University Honors 
Scholarship. Bertsche is a 2008 graduate of Hellgate High School and the daughter of 
Anne and Jon Bertsche of Missoula.
■ Jan Blevens, a UM freshman in Russian, received a $400 Phil Maloney Memorial 
Scholarship. She is a 2007 graduate of Sentinel High School and the daughter of Brian 
and Wendy Blevins of Missoula. The scholarship was esablished in 1998 and honors 
Maloney, a longtime UM professor of Russian studies.
■ Caitlin Blomgren, a UM junior in Japanese, received a $350 Rose Southworth Megee 
Scholarship. She is a 2005 graduate of Hellgate High School and the daughter of 
Melody and Robert Blomgren of Missoula. The scholarship was established in 1994 by 
Megee, a 1932 graduate of UM.
■ Alexandra Brown, a UM sophomore in sociology, received a $4,000 Fox Foundation 
Scholarship. She is a 2007 graduate of Hellgate High School and the daughter of Lee 
and Robin Brown of Missoula. The Fox Foundation Scholarship was established in 
1960 by the estate of Sadie Fox, who moved to Montana with her family in 1887, first 
to Helena and then to a ranch near Stark. She married George Fox in 1905 and moved 
to Missoula in 1906.
■ Penny Bucher, a UM freshman in nursing, received an $800 Richard Paul 
Coombs/Alumni Association Memorial Award and an $800 Sandra Jensen Kelly 
Scholarship. Bucher is a 1984 graduate of Great Falls High School and the daughter of
Mary Reuter of Missoula. The Richard Paul Coombs/Alumni Association Memorial 
Award was established in 1990 by Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Coombs in memory of Richard, 
who was an honor student at UM at the time of his death. The Sandra Jensen Kelly 
Scholarship was established in 1990 by friends and family members in memory of 
Sandra, a loyal supporter of UM.
Nicole Crouch, a UM senior in Spanish and mathematics, received a $500 Flightner 
Scholarship. She is a 2005 graduate of Sentinel High School and the daughter of 
Madalyn and Brian Crouch of Missoula. The Flightner Scholarship was established in 
2000 by numerous friends and colleagues of Jim Flightner, who retired as dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences that year.
Meghan Holder, a UM senior in human biological sciences, received a $2,000 Haynes 
Foundation Scholarship. She is a 2003 graduate of Hellgate High School and the daughter of 
Ruth Anne Brown of Missoula.
Stephanie Lubrecht, a 2007 graduate of Hellgate High School, received a $2,000 James and 
Olive M. Rector Memorial Scholarship. Her parents are Toni and Charles Lubrecht of 
Missoula. The scholarship was established in 1967 by Ann Rector Williams in memory of her 
parents.
Brittany Lyles, a UM junior in pre-medical sciences and psychology received a $1,000 Access 
Scholarship through the Student Assistance Foundation in Helena. Lyles is the daughter of 
Deborah Tanner and Robert Barksdale of Missoula.
Jason Marby, a UM junior in economics, received a $1,000 Dr. Martin T. Farris 
Scholarship. He is a 2006 graduate of Sentinel High School and the son of Doug and 
Sandra Marby of Missoula. The Dr. Martin T. Farris Scholarship was established in 
1997 by Marian Farris in memory of her husband, a UM alumnus.
Clara Olson, a UM freshman in political science, received a $1,100 Rasmus and Mathilde 
Kjeldsen Scholarship. Olson is a 2008 graduate of Hellgate High School and the daughter of 
Maria Phillips and Brad Olson of Missoula. The scholarship was established in 1996 by Irene 
Joshi and other members of the Kjeldsen family in memory of their grandparents.
Andrew Pielaet, a UM junior in classics and philosophy, received a $750 Henry and 
Marguerite Ephron Award in Classical Languages. He is the son of Mary and Lee Pielaet of 
Missoula. The award was established in 1986 by the Ephrons. Marguerite taught Greek and 
Latin at UM.
Laurie Prati, a UM junior in environmental studies, received a $3,000 Blake Family 
Scholarship. She is a 1996 graduate of Stevensville High School and the daughter of Robert and 
Joyce Strack of Missoula. The Blakes lived in Missoula from 1987 to 1993, during which time 
Phil Blake was publisher of the Missoulian. The scholarship fund was established by the family 
in 2001.
■ Brenn Stacey, a UM senior in cellular and molecular biology, received a $2,500 W. J. 
Gallagher Hobson Scholarship. She is a 2004 graduate of Big Sky High School and the 
daughter of Diana Reetz-Stacey and Bradley Stacey of Missoula.
■ Abby Thane, a UM sophomore in physics, received a Dalton H. Simmons Scholarship. She is a 
2008 graduate of Sentinel High School and the daughter of Glenn and Teresa Thane of 
Missoula. The scholarship was established in 1997 by Simmons, a 1932 graduate of UM.
■ Elizabeth Vigeland received a $6,000 Fox Foundation Scholarship. Her parents are Tor and 
Marianne Vigeland of Missoula.
■ Sarah Yarlott, a UM senior in English and creative writing, received a $1,000 Helen Martha 
Nelson Scholarship. She is a 2005 graduate of Big Sky High School and the daughter of Gene 
Yarlott of Missoula and Julie Yarlott of Tucson, Ariz. The scholarship was established in 2000 
by Nelson, a 1951 graduate of UM.
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